28                                LOTHAIR.

letter, saying yoa have urgent need for a sum of money
(mentioning amount) for an honourable purpose, in which
your feelings are deeply interested ; and that will do. If
anything happens to jour Lordship before this time next
year, why, I think the trustees could hardly refuse repay-
ing the money ; and if they did, why then,' added Mr.
Giles, ' I suppose it will be all the same a hundred years
hence.'

' You have conferred on me the greatest obligation/ said
Lothair, with much earnestness. * Language cannot ex-
press what I feel. I am not too much used to kindness,
and I only hope that I may live to show my sense of yours.'

' It is really no great affair, my Lord,' said Mr. Giles. ' J
did not wish to make difficulties, but it was my duty to put
the matter clearly before you. What I propose to do is
really nothing. I could do no less ; I should have felt
quite absurd if your Lordship had gono into the money
market.'

* I only hope,' repeated Lothair, rising and offering Mr.
Giles his hand, 'that life may give me some occasion to
prove my gratitude.'

* Well, my Lord,' replied Mr. Giles, ' if your Lordship
wish to repay me for any little interest I have shown in
your affairs, you can do that, over and over again, and at
once/

'How so?'

' By a very great favour, by which Mrs. Giles and
myself would be deeply gratified. We have a few friends
who honour us by dining with us to-day in Hyde Park
Gardens. If your Lordship would add the great distinc-
tion of your presence------'

*I should only be too much honoured,1 exclaimed
Lothair; * I suppose about eight;' and he left the room;
and Mr. Giles telegraphed instantly the impending event
to Apollonia.